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Dean Filvaroff Welcomes Class of 1992
It is a pleasure to welcome you, the entering first-year class to the Law School.
This should be a special time for you as
you begin the study of law in a most challenging era. I hope and expect - as you
should - that your law school education
will be intellectually stimulating and, in
due course, professionally rewarding.
But, no less importantly - and contrary
to the image associated with many law
schools - I hope that it will be a pleasant
experience and that you, indeed, will have
fun as we jointly explore the world of law.

by Dean David B. Filvaroff
During the last decade or so, law
schools in the United States and elsewhere have witnessed a sea-change in
legal studies. We have re-learned the lesson of our predecessors, American legal
realists, that law is not an inexorable system of rules to be discovered by logical
education. But we also have gone beyond
the valuable legacy of legal realism. We

have learned that the social sciences history, sociology, psychology, political
science , anthropology for example have a great deal to tell us about the origins and operation of legal rules and legal
institutions. We are specially fortunate in
having on our faculty a large number of
professors who possess relevant interdisciplinary exercise.
We have also recognized that much of
what is determinative in legal decision making is rooted in social values. Law is
essentially policy writ both large and,
often, in detail. Those involved in Critical
Legal Studies and others have made us
aware of how much is indeterminate in
legal discourse and how much is a product of power, politics and ideology.
In addition to teaching practical wisdom, lawyering skills, and social responsibility, our law school clinics offer firsthand exposure to the manner in which
law operates in real-world settings and
the ways in which it directly affects

Law Alumni Association
Sets 1,000 Member Goal
David Parker, general counsel for Record
Theatre, Inc. and president.of the UB Law
Alumni Association for 1989-90, recently
asked all graduates of UB Law School to
become members of the Association. Annual dues are $25 .

by Ilene Fleischmann
Executive Director
UB Law Alumni Association
"The Law Alumni Association is currently the flagship alumni association
among the professional schools in the
SUNY system," Parker said. "To maintain
that No. 1 position, our goal this year is
1,000 paid members.
"The Law Alumni Association continues as an important source of financial
and moral support for the Law School,"
he wrote in a letter to graduates. " It also
helps to raise the visibility and enhance
the public image of the school in our community, state and nation. The Association's efforts to help the Law School
strengthenrts reputation for leadership in
the field of legal education enhances the
diploma of every graduate - whether
you are out one year - or ten years - or
thirty five."
Last year, over 900 UB Law School
grads became dues-paying members of
the Law Alumni Association, a record
number that represents an increase of 30
percent over the previous year and 75 percent over the past two years.
Accord ing to Parker, Alumni programs
and activities last year included:
• The continued growth of regional chapters. Rochester held two successful
events. Greater New York held three,
including a dinner cruise on August 3,
1989. A group of alumni/ae in
Washington, D.C. has formed a steering committee and is meeting this summer to organize a chapter.
• The Alumni Association made a $2,000
grant to enable UB law students to
compete in numerous moot court competitions across the country. In addition, hundreds of alumni/ae gave their

time to judge the Desmond Moot Court
Competition in Buffalo.
• The Law Alumni Association's 14th
convocation, "Directions for the 1990s :
The Impact of Buffalo's Changing Economy on the Legal Community," was
well attended and informative. At a
lunch following the panel, Hon. John
T. Curtin was presented the Jaeckle
Award - the highest award the Law
School and the Alumni Association can
bestow.
• The Annual Meeting and Dinner was
another popular event where outstanding alumni/ae were honored . This
year's awards were presented to Hon.
John T. Callahan, David G. Jay, Hon.
Dale M. Volker, and Sue S. Gardner.
• The Association provided mailing lists,
hired photographers, and offered other
assistance to alumni/ae who organized
class reunions.
• One of our strengths has been publications. Our magazine, the UB Law Forum,
continues to receive great reviews from
alumni/ae and friends. It is mailed free,
twice a year, to all alumni/ae .
• For the first time, alumni/ae led the Law
School's Annual Fund Drive and
chaired the Dean's Dinners. The Annual
Fund Drive provides private gift support for programs for which state funds
are either lim ited or unavailable. Last
year, thanks to the generosity of
alumni/ae and friends, we raised over
$235,000 - a new record .
• The Alumni Association presented the
Law School with a beautiful banner that
can be diplayed at Law School and
alumni events.
Those wishing to join should send a
check for $25 - made payable to the UB
Law Alumni Association - to: UB Law
Alumni Association, 320 O'Brian Hall, Buffalo, NY 14260. If you wish to join the·
University's General Alumni Association
as well, you can join both groups for a
special rate of $40. Those checks should
also be sent to the Law Alumni Association at the above address.

people's lives.
This list is partial, but it reflects some
of the diverse and exciting currents in
American legal education. Your Law
School at Buffalo not only has kept abreast
of progressive change in legal study but
has attempted to serve a leadership role
in nurturing and advancing creative and
challenging development in the law. Sig nificantly, we try to do all this while emphasizing the lawyer's public service role
and community responsibility.
We welcome you to the Law School and
wish you well. I look forward to meeting
each of you and working with you during
your years here and thereafter.

Dean David 8. Filvaroff

Words ofWisdom From
A Former First Year
The two things that stick out in my mind
about my first year of law school are first,
that it wasn't nearly as hard as I thought
it would be, and second, that I actually
enjoyed it. This is not to say that law
school is not hard - it is. But it's well
within the ability of. virtually everyone
who gets in to accomplish, and to accomplish well.

by Michael D. Gurwitz
Features Editor
The reading can be long, but the greater
danger is boredom . Oftentimes, you have
to force yourself to plow through yet
another uninspired case, and if you can,
to brief it afterwards. I found myself blowing off il lot of reading, and even more
briefing, until circumstances (read: finals)
forced me to tackle them . Despite a high
degree of procrastination , I did okay. Of
course, with a little more effort I might
have done better, but new students will
soon learn that the grading system at Buffalo is a lot like life: unpredictable. You
can work yourself silly and get a 0, or
blow off the work until the last month or
so and get an H. Everybody figures out
their own system eventually.
First-years should not hesitate to ask
advice of senior students . People are
often very willing to answer questions,
give out advice, and tell cautionary anecdotes. Second and third years students
are a valuable resource - use them . An
even more valuable resource are commercial study guides, available at the
campus bookstore . Depending on the
editors and cases, casebooks can be extremely boring . In addition, many cases
are difficult to understand . Reading the
analysis of a given case in a commercial
outline can help put things in order. Buy
them!!' I personally did not purchase any
hornbooks, but I hear that they are good
also . Just keep in mind that these books
are expensive and the bills can quickly
pile up. Also, buy them early on . If you
wait until the end, they might be gone.
If you are interested in participating in
an extracurricular activity(s), do so.
There's plenty of time to study, goof off,
sleep, and stay politically/artistically/
physically active. There are a number of
excellent student organizations that cater
to people on all sides of the political spec-

trum, even the incorrect ones. Just don't
go overboard and join every group that
appeals to you . This is a tempting trap,
but you ' ll find that you don't have the time
to devote yourself to more than two
groups, or three if you are truly amazing.
Consider picking one group to get heavily
involved with, as this can be the most
rewarding use of your time. Bear in mind
that Buffalo itself hosts a number of very
good organizations . Check them out.
Speaking of Buffalo, despite initial appearances, there are some entertaining
places to go. I found that it was sanity-preserving to get away from the fraternity-infested nightspots of the student ghetto
near the Main Street campus and into Allentown, the funky part of Buffalo. A few
clubs worth visiting are The Continental,
Nietzsche's, and The Pink Flamingo.
There are also some good restaurants and
interesting shops down there and, like
most of Buffalo, the prices are low. Where
else in this country can you get 7 drinks
for 6 dollars?
That's all. Relax , school ain't that hard,
but try to stay on top of your work, as it
can pile up before you know it. Make sure
to acquaint yourself with the Career Development Office and carefully read their
newsletters. A lot of the papers you find
stuffed in your mailboxes are actually
very important. Take advantage of the
cultural offerings in the city, but be careful: drinking and driving and being
stopped by the Buffalo police, especially
if there are no witnesses around, can be
hazardous to your health . Have fun!

HIGHLIGHTS
Students should be awan: of
their rights before entering
into lease agreements

pg. 3

Orientation Agenda

pg. 5

De-..cription-, llf ,ariou-.. la,,
schonl student organi1:1tilln-,

pg. 7

REGISTRATION MUST
BE RECEIVED BY

_

......,1--c
►-◄~•--

The Pieper Course Includes:

-•a+,: WITH THE :C+c·-

* (:omplete lecture series
* Essay writing
* Multistate
Practice
and Exam
* Multistate Professional
Responsibility Exam
(MPRE)

Law student's discount of S126 will be deducted.Irom the cost of Sl,076

for any student still in law school who registers for the Pieper New York
Multistate Bar Review Course by November 1, 1989.

* Multistate Volume
* New York Law Volume
* Professional Responsibility
Volume
* Plus - John Pieper's
In-Class Guidance

For more information see your Pieper Representatives or contact:

PIEPER NEW YORK·MVLTISTATE BAR REVIEW, LTD.
90 WILLIS AVENUE, MINEOLA, NEW YORK 11501
Telephone:{516) 741-4311

The Bar Coar•e That Ca.re•.

Page two

The Opinion

August

zs. 1919

Knowledge of Tenant's Rights Crucial for Off-Campus Housing
by Martin Coleman
Before you sign any off-campus lease
- in fact, before you even begin to look
for a place - it's a good idea to know
exactly what a renter's legal rights are.
Since renting is, after all, a business relationship, landlords (particularly unscrupulous ones) take advantage of every
opportunity to increase profits. Unfortunately, this is especially true in areas
where many renters are college students.
A landlord in a place like University
Heights may assume that students "won't
know any better" if he or she includes an
illegal clause in a lease or demands something that a tenant isn't legally obligated
to provide.
First off, there are generally three types
of rental agreements: (1) written lease for
a specified period of time, (2) oral lease
for a specified period of time, and (3)
month-to-month. The degree of protection you have is greatest with a written
lease and least with a month-to-month. If
you stay past the end of your lease period
you are treated as a month-to-month tenant if the landlord accepts your rent.
Month-to-month leases allow either party
to terminate the arrangement if at least
one month's notice is given. So, for instance, if the rent is due on the 1st of the
month and your landlord wants you out
by July 1st, he must notify you prior to
June 1st of his intent and vice versa.
While written leases offer you the security of knowing how long you can reside
in an apartment, they can also contain

unfair provisions. Before you sign any
lease you should know that you have
every right to negotiate any terms of the
lease you find unfair.
Some lease clauses are forbidden by
N.Y. State law. These include:
• Clauses that automatically renew your
lease if you haven't informed your landlord by a specified date that you will
not renew the lease. Such clauses are
legal if they require the landlord to give
you between 15 and 30 days notice of
the approach of the automatic renewal
date (General Obligations Law section
5-905).
• Clauses that allow the landlord to unilaterally change terms of the lease
(General Obligations Law section 5701.)
• You must be al lowed to enter the apartment on the first day of the lease
period, unless you sign a lease that
waives this right. Don't forget that you
can negotiate to remove such a waiver
(Real Property Law section 233-a).
• A clause exempting your landlord from
liability for any injuries caused by their
negligence is null and void (General
Obligations Law section 5-321; Real
Property Law section 259-c).
• Some clauses seem so absurd or unfair
that they run afoul of the Unconscionable Lease Law. If a clause strikes you
as falling in this category, you should
try to negotiate to remove it from the
lease (Real Property Law section 235-c).
If a landlord refuses to remove any

Buffalo School of Law
State University of New York
ORIENTATION COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Melanie Jenkins
Amy Rosen

clauses that fall under the above
categories you might take this as an indication of future problems with this landlord and decline to rent from him. There
are always other apartments to rent. If
you have already signed a lease with any
of these provisions you should contact a
Group Legal Services immediately to discuss your options.
Other rights tenants have, even if not
specified in the lease are:
• Warranty of Habitability, which means
you are entitled to a livable, safe, and
sanitary environment. Failure to provide heat or hot water, or rid the premises of insect or vermin infestation are
typical violations of this warranty. You
may either sue the landlord in small
claims court for a rent reduction, or
withhold your rent until the problem is
solved. If you choose the latter course
of action, your landlord may then sue
you for non-payment of rent, whereupon you can countersue for violation
of the warranty. Before you embark
upon either course of action, you
should contact Group Legal Services.
• Landlord's Duty to Repair. This includes windows, plumbing, electrical
problems, etc. You should immediately
contact your landlord if there is a problem. If they do not fix it in a reasonable
time (you are the best judge of what is
a reasonable time) then, depending on
the severity of the problem, and its cost
to fix, you can either call your local
housing officials or your local housing
officials or your local health department, or call in a repair person yourself
and deduct the cost from your rent.
Keep the receipts.
• Right to Privacy. Your landlord may
only enter your apartment on reasonable notice, at a reasonable time.
• Retaliation. Your landlord may not
harass you or refuse to re-rent to you
because you contacted local authorities
to help you with a problem that he or
she was not responsive to. To protect
yourself you should keep a written re-

cord of any correspondence or conversations with local officials. If a decision
to refuse to re-rent or threat to evict
occurs after this event, courts will generally presume that your landlord was
retaliating against you.
• Eviction. A landlord cannot evict you
by use of force - typically through
threats of violence, removal of your
possessions, locking you out of your
apartment, or cutting off essential services.
• Security Deposit. This is generally how
most students get ripped off by unscrupulous landlords. A landlord may
use the security deposit only: (a) as
reasonable reimbursement for damages caused by the tenant beyond normal wear and tear, cir (b) reimbursement on any unpaid rent. Furthermore,
if you are living in a multiple dwelling
apartment (four or more separate
units), you are entitled to interest at prevailing rates on your deposit minus 1%
of that interest for administrative expenses. If your landlord illegally retains
your security deposit, you can initiate
action.
The best words of warning for you are:
read your lease carefully, bargain for unfair terms, keep records of all correspondence or conversations, and contact any
authorities immediately if you have a
problem.
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RECRUITMENT
PARTY
Friday, September 8
12:30 - 1st Floor Lounge

FREE BEER
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SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Speakers

Amy Rosen
Janet Dauley

T-Shirts

Paul Labaki
Scott Schwartz

Information Packets

Janet Dauley

Social Events

Tammy Heckman
Cecile Mathis
Kathleen Reilly
Mary Beth Scarcello
Maria Schmit

Small Groups

Damon Serota
Mark Steiner

Printing

Melanie Jenkins

The Officers and Directors
of the
UB LAW ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
Cordially Invite the
Law School Class of 1992
to a

Special Thanks . . .
To Marie McLeod, Cheri Tubinis, Sue Szydlowski, Ilene Fleischmann
and the rest of the administrators, faculty, and support staff on the third
floor of O'Brian Hall; to all the Small Group leaders; to the UB Law
School Alumni Association; to the others who helped to make Orientation '89 a success, but are not named here.

Welcoming Reception
Friday, August 25, 1989
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

ORIENTATION '89 HAPPY HOUR PARTY!

Center for Tomorrow

In honor of 1989's First Year Law Students
MOLLY'S PUB, Main St. near UB Main CampusTHURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 1989 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FREE BEER, SODA, PIZZA & WINGS

North Campus
•

Co-Sponsored by BAR BR/ and the Orientation Committee '89

August 25, 1989

•
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Professor Betty Mensch

Editorial

Keeping The Law School
Experience In Perspective
It is important, as you begin law school, as with the beginning of any
new phase of your life, not to lose perspective. Law school is an experience that can not be described in a finite number of words and it is a
different experience for every person. One thing is certain, it has a
tendency to take hold of your life and this is what we must all look out
for and prevent.
There is an intensity in the air that is unique to the law school experience. The reasons for this are inexplicable. The classwork isn't necessarily difficult (though it is often overwhelming), class schedules aren't
grueling (one or two classes a day), students and faculty are friendly
and, at UB, there are few signs of the cut throat competition that is often
associated with law school. Yet when we are asked how school is going
there is something that leads us to reply "It's hard."
Perhaps it is the similar feelings and shared goals of many of the
students that creates the intensity. The backgrounds of the student population at UB are incredibly diverse. Yet, all of us have worked hard to
get here. Most of us were previously successful students, and because
of this we have a fear of being unsuccessful students.
It is this intensity that tends to sweep up students and surround them
like a cocoon until they are unaware of any other life. It's this cocoon
that has to be looked out for.
Law school will make huge demands on your time, you should not,
however, let it fill up all of your time. The best lawyers will not be the
ones who spend sixteen hours a day with their noses in books and their
minds on school. We will never be good at helping others solve the
problems of everyday life if we forget what everyday life is all about.
How, you ask, do you avoid getting enveloped by the law school
cocoon? The answer is unique to every individual but there is a common
thread: time managment. The easiest way to avoid the cocoon is to stay
on top of your work (much easier said than done). It will be easier to
keep sight of your sanity if, come early November you do not realize
you are behind 738 pages of reading in Civil Procedure.
Another important way to avoid the law school cocoon is to spend
time pursuing your outside interests. We are not required to sign a
waiver of enjoyment of outside activities when we enter law school.
You will not burn at the stake for watching football on Sunday. (If you
feel incurably guilty about this you can watch with your books in your
lap so that it appears you intend to read during commercials.)
Keep law school in perspective with the rest of your life. Try to stay
on top of your work while reserving some time for your real life interests
(this will not be easy). By allowing ourselves to view law school as a
piece of the puzzle rather than the puzzle itself, we can avoid the trap
of being totally consumed and law school can become one of many
good experiences that will shape our lives and make us good lawyers.

Staff:
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In the past, Betty would start the first
year by sternly commanding her contracts students to appear for the first class
having already mastered the procedural
intricacy in the great case of Hawkins v.
McGee (Paper Chase fans will recall the
"Case of the Hairy Hand"). Alan, on the
other hand, would just as sternly recommend total abstinence from all reading
matter for at least forty-eight hours prior
to the first class, suggesting instead long
walks in the woods, meditation, horror
movies, or a few obligatory Mets games.
Last year, after prolonged and difficult
negotiations, we tried something new a joint introduction to law and law school,
which we will offer again this year to the
first-year students in section two. To give
you a sense of the connection between
law and everyday life, we chose a topic

that is current and controversial, and prepared a set of introductory reading materials. The topic is freedom of speech, and,
more specifically, whether the First
Amendment protects language that is derogatory, hostile, or insulting, especially
when directed at members of minority
groups, or protects pornographic books
or movies that depict women as sexual
objects subject to violent domination by
men.
We hope these materials will serve to
introduce students to the world of law in
a number of ways: the intractability of
real-life problems; the modes of legal argument; and the interplay of law, morality, and social context.
The materials will be distributed in class
at our first meeting on Monday, August
28 at 11 :00 a.m. in Room 109. We look
forward to seeing all of you then.

Professor Alan Freeman

Lower Fees, More Access, Would
Make For A Better Legal System
The first thing we do, let's kill all the
lawyers.
William Shakespeare, Henry VI
Shakespeare, the immortal bard from
Avon, wrote more poetic lines. He also
wrote more memorable ones. However,
did he ever write a line that so ably withstood the test of time? The answer, argu ably, is no. If you don't agree with me,
think of the last time you heard someone,
in the midst of everyday conversation, say
"To be or not to be .. . " or, "Friends, Romans, countrymen ... ". Now, think of the
last time you heard someone say that they
wanted to kill a lawyer. I rest my case.

by Andrew Culbertson
Managing Editor
The fact that lawyers were apparently
disliked centuries ago is no surprise,
especially if the profession was anything
like it is today. Style over substance,
money over making a difference, and a
nauseatingly self-righteous conviction
that as long as one stretches the rules
without breaking them, one is merely
being a "good" lawyer. That is the legal
profession I see today, and it is one that
I am less than thrilled about joining.
Realistically, one could spend days
enumerating the reasons why the legal
profession isn't trusted, and is even detested , by much of society. At the top of
the list, however, are the exorbitant fees
commanded by even the most average
attorneys. In effect, attorneys have developed a " cart before the horse" mentality. In other words, "Since I'm an attorney,
and I'm important, everything I do is important." Alas, if this were only the case.
As Harvard law Professor Alan Dersholll!itz points out, many of the tasks performed by attorneys are quite routine,
and involve a mininal amount of effort
and skill. Dershowitz notes that "simple
wills, n-ame changes, adoptions, and uncontested divorces - to mention just a
few - can be accomplished by the parties
themselves with the help of a few stan dard legal forms." Nevertheless, attorneys have traditionally charged hefty fees
for the performance of such tasks. Fortunately, there appears to be at least one
alternative, one which most lawyers are
not happy about.
A popular phenomenon over the past
ten years or so has been the advent of
what are generally referred to as "walk-in

law clinics." Establishments like Jacoby
and Meyers, Hyatt Legal Services, and
Siegel, Kelleher and Kahn. These establishments have taken a bad rap from
"legitimate" law firms, and have tended
to be the butt of many a joke. Of course,
the reason they are disliked has nothing to
do with their professional legitimacy. It
has to do with the fact that they don't
charge $200/hour to fill out pre-drafted
legal forms, making it possible for a person to secure legal representation without mortgaging his or her house. These
"walk-in clinics ," by charging reasonable
fees, are bucking the "cartel" that the
legal profession has created.
Several years ago, a legal secretary in
Florida, Rosemary Furman, decided to
provide her own alternative to this "legal
cartel." For a reasonable fee ($50), Ms.
Furman would provide poor people with
legal forms, enabling them to file complaints, and perform other routine legal
procedures. For her efforts, she was convicted of practicing without a license,
thanks in large part to the Florida Bar,
which feared the financial effect that such
a practice might ultimately have.
The legal profession may be capable of
shutting down the Rosemary Furmans of
the world . However, there is not much it
can do about the "walk-in clinics," since
the members of these "firms" all have
licenses to practice law. Of course, these
clinics still comprise a relatively small
portion of the legal profession .
Constructively closing off the legal system to non-lawyers might be more acceptable if attorneys, as a group, were
more willing to perform pro bono work.
The problem is that a majority of attorneys don't see themselves as public servants, which is exactly what they are .
(continued on page 5)

The Deadline for the
first issue of The Opinion
is September 5th at five.
Please submit articles to
Box 59 or 60.

SBA Looks Forward To
Participation By First Years
The Student Bar Association welcomes
you to the University of Buffalo Law
School. Having occupied the seats you
are now sitting in at one time or another,
we are sure that you have as many questions as we did . While this column cannot
answer them all, we hope it provides a
little background into the student life
within the law school.

WHAT IS THE STUDENT BAR
ASSOCIATION?
The SBA is the central organization responsible for overseeing the administration of approximately 25 student groups
which exist within the law school. While
this aspect is a large part of the SBA, we
are also responsible for coordinating social and educational events . The SBA also
acts as an informational base to help provide an outlet for student motivations.
The SBA is the student voice for the
school's many academic and social con cerns.
WHO MAKES UP THE SBA?
The SBA is made up of 18 student directors plus the executive board. This year's
executive board members are Chris Reo,
president; Jim Monroe, vice-president;
Wendy Urtel, secretary ; and, Taunya Hannibal, treasurer .
The 18 SBA directors are made up of
six representatives from each class. Every
fall semester, student members interested in serving on the SBA campaign
against each other for the elected positions. Class directors must be dedicated
students who will take the time to care
about representing their class's thoughts,
ideas and suggestions on the school, student body and administration . Class directors must be highly visible and accessible persons who must keep their classes

informed on the developments, functions
and activities of the SBA.

WHAT ARE THE SBA STUDENTFACUL TY COMMITTEES?
The SBA Student Faculty committees
provide a chance for selected students to
work intimately with faculty members on
a wide range of issues. These issues
range from the budget to disciplinary
matters and pressing social issues (such
as the antidiscrimination committee).
The SBA executive board is highly energized and motivated towards working
with the incoming students. We look forward to your questions, ideas and concerns . We are located in room 101 of
O'Brian Hall, and our office phone
number is 636-2748.

Legal System ,. .. 1,om page 4
Metaphorically speaking , attorneys hold
the keys to a very complicated legal system. This automatically gives them special status within society. To this extent,
they should be more willing to impart
their knowledge on a greater segment of
the population (and not just to those who
can afford it) . Clearly, they aren 't.
While there are answers available, attorneys themselves certainly don 't want
to entertain them . More likely than not,
they will continue to charge large fees for
simple work. They will also continue to
do everything in their power to make sure
that the "common man" doesn't " infringe" on their "territory." Finally, most
of them will continue to denounce pro
bono representation as some sort of
socialistic nightmare. In the end, there are
many things in this universe that are not
dreamt of in my philosophy . At this point,
a kinder, less avaricious legal profession
is one of them .

First Year Assignments
Professor Olsen Civil Procedure
Research and Writing (Section 2)
The textbooks for the two courses are
as follows :

Civil Procedure
Cound, Friedenthal, Miller and Sexton,
Civil Procedure, 5th Edition (1989)-West.
Cound, Friedenthal, Mi lier and Sexton,
1987 Civil Procedure Supplement-West.
Supplement Materials (mimeo).
Assignment for Wednesday, August 30 -

Research and Writing
Porter, et al., Introduction to Legal Writing
and Oral Advocacy (1989), Matthew Bender.
There will be no assignment for the first
Civil Procedure class, which meets on
Tuesday, August 29, 1989.
Individual Research and Writing classes
will be assigned on Monday, August 28,
1989 and will be posted on the Research
and Writing bulletin board in the second
floor student mailroom . Research and
Writing classes will meet during the first
week of classes.

Casebook:
755-758: Regina v. Dudley and Stephens
3-5: Introduction, Notes and
Questions
5-9: Deuteronomy; Wilson
12-13: Hart
13-19 : Wilson
19-20 : Packer
23-32 : Leviticus ; Packer; Walker;
Kaplan
40-42 : Walker
Supplement :
1-3: State v. Chaney
4-11 : Bowers v. Hardwick

Professor Hyman -

Criminal Law (Section 1)

Professor Ewing

Required Texts : Kaplan and Weisberg,
Criminal Law: Cases and Materials; Supplement (S) - Available in Law School
Bookstore; Additional readings will be assigned from Low, Jeffries and Bonnie,
The Trial of John Hinckley, Jr.: A Case
Study in the Insanity Defense.

Legal Methods

The basic materials for the course are
by Kaplan and Headrick, Landlord and
Tenant Law, 1984 edition , 1987 Hyman
revision in three parts . Part I may be obtained from Roseann Perrin in Room 522.
For the first class (Monday, August
28th, 1 :30 in Room 108) read pages i-vi
of Part I. Most of the content will be quite
new to you and some of it rather complicated. Make a note of anything that is not
clear to you and ask about it in class.

Orientation Schedule
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25, 1989

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 1989
9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Check in, first floor O'Brian Hall -

Coffee and Donuts

Coffee and Donuts, first floor O ' Brian Hall

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Moot Court Room, 104 O'Brian Hall

Moot Court Room, 104 O'Brian Hall

Speakers

Speakers

Introduction

Melanie Jenkins, Amy Rosen
Co-chairs, Orientation '89

David Filvaroff
David Parker
Dennis C. Vacca

Dean
President, Alumni Association
United States Attorney for Western District
of New York
Assistant Dean
Professor of Law
Associate Dean
Registrar
Profes sor of Law
Financ ial Aid Representative
Student Accounts Representative
President, SBA

Aundra Newell
Robert Reis
Philip Halpern
Helen Crosby
Isabel Marcus
Maureen Kanaley
Patrick Young
Chris Reo

12:00 p.m.
Break into Small Groups

Assistant Dean
Director of Law Library
Associate Dean
Career Development Office
Professor of Law
Professor of Law
Professor of Law
Professor of Law
Professor of Law

12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Photo Identification Cards. Please note it will be necessary to have five
dollars with you to pay for your I.D . Card . Please report as follows:
12 :00 to 1 :00
1 :00 to 2 :00
2: 00 to 3 :00

SECTION ONE
SECTION TWO
SECTION THREE

Room 406 O'Brian Hall
Room 406 O'Brian Hall
Room 406 O ' Brian Hall

3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Barbeque and Picnic -

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Lunch with Small Group Leaders - Small group tours and discussions.
Information tables of Student Organizations, third floor Baldy/O'Brian
Bridge .

Section Meetings with Professors:
Room 106 O'Brian Hall
Room 108 O'Brian Hall
Room 109 O'Brain Hall

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Party sponsored by Alumni Association -

Baird Point

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30TH
Section Photos will be taken in Room 12 O'Brian Hall , 10:00 a.m . to 3:00
p.m . You must have this photo taken (no charge).

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
SECTION ONE
SECTION TWO
SECTION THREE

Aundra Newell
Ellen Gibson
Alan Carrel
Audrey Koscielniak
John Henry Schlegel
David Engel
Muhammed Ken yatta
Louis Swartz
Alan Freeman

Center for Tomorrow

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31ST
5:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Happy Hour Party at Molly' s Pub, Main Street and Winspear near U/B
Main Street Campus . (co-sponsored by BarBri Multistate Bar Review
Course and the Orientation Committee ' 89).
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KAPLAN·SMH- STANDING BY YOU
FROM 1st YR. THROUGH YOUR BAR EXAM
At Kaplan-SMH, we kriow law school is a challenge. We
want to help you meet that challenge with SMH Law School
Summaries I and II.

SMH
LAW SCHOOL
SUMMARIES I

SMH
LAW SCHOOL
SUMMARIES II

Civil Procedure
Contracts
Criminal Law
Property
Torts

Commercial Paper & Bank Collections
Corporations & Partnerships
Evidence
Sales
Secured Transactions
Tax
Wills & Trusts

By registering for a Kaplan-SMH bar review
course in your first year of law schooi you
not only receive the lowest discounted price
possible, you also receive SMH Law School
Summaries 1 Don't waste time and money in
bookstores!

Second and third year Kaplan-SMH registrants are entitled to SMH Summaries Il,
covering many law school and bar exam subjects. Get a head start!
i•xY,;•.. __ _ __

11111@

A $50 deposit on any Kaplan-SMH bar review course secures
all current discounts and entitles you to either volume of the SMH
Law School Summaries.

-SMH

BAR REVIEW SERVICES
Page six
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See Your Campus Rep, or call:

Gerry Hobika
Bar Coordinator
837-8022
~

Insight Into A Few UB Law Student Organizations ...
International Law Society

I

The International Law Society (ILS) is
an organization of law students who
share academic and career interest in the
field of international law. It is the intention
of ILS to promote student interest in international law by encouraging discussion
of human rights and international disputes. Our second goal is to create a
greater understanding of the relationships among nations and peoples.
Since the society's inception, ILS has
aimed at accomplishing these goals
through such events as conferences, film
festivals and international potluck dinners.
ILS also provides information for law
students interested in study and work
abroad. All students are encouraged to
contribute to this increasingly active organization.
In the fall of 1988, the ILS held a conference at the Law School attended by law
students and practitioners from the U.S.
and Canada. It is our hope to continue
hosting this conference in the fall of 1990.
The ILS has begun working on and implementing an International Law Journal.

The Hibernian Law Society
The Hibernian Law Society was
founded in January 1989 at SUNY at Buffalo Law School. After a one week membership drive, over 80 students from all
levels had joined. Over 60 of them voted
in the officers' elections. The successful
candidates were: Kevin Doyle and Kathy
Reilly, Co-Presidents; Bob Heary, Treasurer; Nancy Langer, Executive Secretary; John Walsh, Activities Secretary;
Vincent Doyle, 3rd year at-large Representative; Mary Catherine Callahan, 2nd
year at-large Representative; and Rachel
Kane, 1st year at-large Representative.
The Hibernian Law Society has three
main purposes. Primarily, we are a charit-able organization that raises funds both
at the Law School and from the local community for organizations nominated by
our membership. Second, the Society is
concerned with issues of constitutional
and civil liberties in democratic ·societies
and we will be sponsoring lectures and
symposiums to study these topics. Finally, we are also a social organization
that is attempting to increase the interaction and familiarity of the Law School student body with the local legal community
through various social events and activities. We will host happy hours, softball
games, golf tournaments, our annual St.
Patrick's Day Luncheon, and any other
events suggested by our membership. At
each activity, we will try to have an even
mix of members of the local bar (including
judges) and law students. We also plan
to again march in the St. Patrick's Day
parade in Buffalo, the second largest of
its type in the country.
We have been granted a charter and
funding by the Student Bar Association,
and our office is located in 505 O'Brian
Hall, right behind the elevators.
Membership is open to any law student,
faculty member, or member of the legal
profession. You don't have to be Irish to
join or run for office, and you don't have
to be a member to participate in our activities. Elections will be held for all officers during the month of September. We
are a new organization that is always looking for new members and ideas. For more
information, please contact one of the
current officers through his or her mailbox.

Buffalo Law Review
Founded in 1951, the Buffalo Law Review is a legal periodical published by the
students of the law school. The Review
publishes analytical commentaries by
students and scholarly articles by leading
authorities. Reviews of recent books are
also included. The Buffalo Law Review is
published three times each year. There
are approximately sixty members of the
Buffalo Law Review, nearly equally divided between second-year Associates

and third-year Senior Members. Associate membership on the Review is
based on academic performance and the
results of an annual writing competition
open to all first-year students. Promotion
to Senior membership is based upon service to the Review and efforts toward writing a legal commentary of publishable
quality.

The Federalist Society
The Buffalo Chapter of the Federalist
Society is a group of students who believe
that the ultimate sovereignty and power
belongs to the American people This
sovereignty is best expressed by the imputation of moral and social responsibility upon the individual, rather than by a
government structure. Unfettered government that is unwieldly and overwhelming does nothing but diminish
human dignity; because, as Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher recently declared
"Any set of social and economic arrangements which is not founded on the acceptance of individual responsibility will do
nothing but harm. We are all responsible
for our own actions. We cannot blame
society if we disobey the law. We simply
cannot delegate the exercise of mercy and
generosity to others."
Seen in this context, the Federalist Society perceives the Constitution to be a
descriptive document that records the
foundation of American society, instead
of being a mechanism for social change
deleterious to the goals and aspirations
ofthe American people. Those rights "endowed by our Creator" cannot be eroded
by a simple Supreme Court majority but
the delineation of these rights properly
belongs to the legislative body. To say that
rights exist because they are enumerated
is degrading. The virtues of compassion
and decency cannot be legislated or compelled, because behavior is an individual
responsibility. It seems crude and awkward to subvert the Constitution for the
cause of social engineering.
The Federalists seek only to conserve
those qualities of humanity that have
made our Nation great, and not yield
them up for political expediency. We believe in a generosity of spirit, a tolerance
of others, a commitment to the rule of
law, a repugnance of authoritarianism,
and a love of freedom.
The Federalists are one of the fastest
growing organizations at the law school.
Despite this rapid growth, we continue to
ensure a diversity of opinions among our
membership so that no uncomfortable or
unorthodox views are driven out. We encourage all our members to become active in our annual food drive to benefit
local food pantries. Also, we publish a
monthly newsletter, The Federalist Papers, which is distributed to all students
and welcome members to contribute
commentaries or letters. Our office is located in O'Brian Hall Room 505. We look
forward to meeting YOU!!!
(This article submitted by Dan Majchrzak,
Chairman, Buffalo Federalist Society}

Environmental Law
Society
The Buffalo Environmental Law Scoiety
(BELS) is an organization dedicated to the
pursuit of environmental research and
education both in the law school and in
the surrounding community. The organization pursues these goals through informal social events such as recreational
outings and open membership parties
and through more formal movie presentations and speakers' forums.
BELS is particularly proud of its group
research activities. In the past several
years, the Society has worked on legal
research projects for the law profession,
non-profit environmental organizations
and environmental lawyers engaged in
pro bono legal work. Growth in the research area is the society's primary goal
in the future.

The social component of BELS should
not be overlooked. Besides getting people
together who have common interests and
goals, the Society attempts to foster an
increased awareness of our natural resources and environment. Effective environmental legal representation and advocacy should be based on exposure to
the beauty, complexity and usefulness of
such valuable resources.

Entertainment Law
Society
The Entertainment Law Society was in
full swing this year and successfully
began its new Paperchase Film Series.
The society shows law related films as a
studybreak at the end of a busy day.
Speakers highlighting the 1988-1989
school year were Tricia Semelheck and
David Parker, who spoke about representing performers and also a Media and the
Law Day. Speakers already planned for
fall 1989 will be discussing issues on
Sports Law.
Everyone is urged to join us to help plan
these exciting events and to attend.

Amnesty International
Legal Support Group
The members of the Amnesty International Legal Support Group work for the
release of prisoners of conscience worldwide, for fair and prompt trials of political
prisoners, and for an end to torture and
execution in all cases. Members work on
behalf of individual prisoners recognized
by Amnesty International as victims of
human rights abuses at the hands of their
governments. Members also focus special actions on a particular country, region,
or pattern of human rights abuses and
engage in human rights education and
development of public awareness about
human rights. Amnesty International is a
world-wide human rights organization independent of any government, political
faction, or ideology. Amnesty has been
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize and consultative status with the U.N., UNESCO,
and the Council of Europe.
The Law School's Amnesty International Group specifically focuses on legal
aspects of human rights. This semester,
the Group will campaign for the ratification by the U.S. Senate of several human
rights treaties. The Group will also be
working against the use of the death penalty in China, as well as against the attempted re-introduction of the death pen alty in New York. Actions against human
rights abuses in other countries are also
planned.
If you are interested in joining Amnesty
International, look for posters during the
first weeks of the semester describing
when and where our next meeting is to
take place. Membership in the Legal Support Group is open to all students, faculty,
and staff. There are no formal requirements of membership, just a commitment
to work against the abuse of human
rights.

Jewish Law Students
Association
The Jewish Law Student Association is
an organization of law students from diverse backgrounds who have joined the
JlSA to engage in a variety of social and
cultural activities. Since we are a relatively new student association, this is a
good opportunity to get directly, and personally involved with an active group.
Highlights from last year include a panel
discussion on the Middle East dilemma,
guest speakers such as a Holocaust survivor and a Soviet Refusenik, fund raising
drives, a dinner party, a semi-formal, and
other social gatherings. We welcome and
encourage any law students who are interested in our organization to join. Watch
for signs announcing our first meeting.

The Desmond Moot
Court Board
As students gear up for the new school
year, the attentions of an increasing
number in the law school turns toward
the Charles S. Desmond Memorial Moot
Court Competition. This competition is
conducted annually by the UB Moot Court
Board, an organization which relies heavily on its close relationship with the Law
School Alumni Association for the competition's success. The Desmond is open
to all second and third year students who
wish to compete.
Participation in the Desmond offers all
the competitors an invaluable learning
experience. The UB Law curriculum has
no requirements, and few opportunities,
for the developm(?nt of oral advocacy
skills. The experience, knowledge and
poise one acquires from preparation for,
and competition in, the oral argument
portion of the Desmond is therefore an
important part of a well-rounded legal
education. In addition to all this, competition in the Desmond also offers the nonacademic benefit of comaraderie, both
with the other competitors and with the
Board Members involved in running the
event.
The Desmond generally occupies the
middle 7-8 weeks of the Fall semester.
Students pair into teams and are given a
problem consisting of trial and appellate
court opinions dealing with interesting
legal issues. The teams must then write
appeal briefs (for the side of their choice)
that would be presented to a final reviewing court, this year the U.S. Supreme
Court . Competitors are usually allowed
approximately 4 weeks to complete their
briefs.
Once the briefs are completed, teams
are then instructed to prepare and practice strategies for the oral argument portion of the competition. The oral advocacy
portion
includes three
preliminary
rounds, in which each team argues
against opposing teams in front of review
panels made up of local attorneys. The
judges score each individual competitor
over several categories pertaining to advocacy skills. Participants are never
judged on the merits of a case, but rather
the quality of their argumentative presentation. The teams wfth the eight highest
scores then go on through quarterfinal,
semifinal, and final single elimination
rounds to determine the champion team
for the year.
After the oral competition is finished,
all participants are invited to an awards
dinner that is graciously funded by the
Law School Alumni Association . Certificates for the top five individual oralists
and the top five briefs are given out at
this time.
Membership on the Board is determined by ranking the combination of each
individual's average oral score and brief
score. Class grades are not incorporated
in any way. Since the calculation and verification of the combined scores of each
individual is time consuming, offers of Associate Membership are not made until
after the awards dinner. Once a student
becomes an associate member of the
Moot Court Board, she is eligible to represent SU NYAB School of Law at one of the
many subject-specific oral advocacy competitions that are hosted by law schools
across the country.
An orientation meeting has been scheduled for Monday, September 18, 1989. We
vigorously encourage everyone who
might be interested in participating in the
Desmond to attend this meeting. Details
about the competition will be given and
questions will be answered . We're looking forward to meeting you and hope to
see you on the eighteenth.

(This article submitted by Gary P. Hall,
Director; Niki Moumouladis, Competitions Director; Jeff Markello, Treasurer}
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